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kariina (compassion) and ksama (forbearance). Again
certain qualities and features stand in a striking contrast
between the two: the Lord is dark in colour like a rainy
cloud (gbanadyuti}', Sri, on the other hand, is of golden
hue (kanaka-dyuti). He is young [yuva); She is adolescent
[mugdha}.     All such qualities stand on one level as
contradistinguished from certain special qualities of Hers
like forebearance {ksanti}. Her tender affection for
devotees (pnti) and perhaps most important of all, mercy
[daya] and magnanimity (audarya}. As instances for Her
quality of ksanti, Parasara cites the episodes of the
RamS.ya.na. At Lanka, Sita (none other than Sri) saved
the demonesses from the fury of Hanuman. These
demonesses were the worst sinners against Her. Rama
saved Kakasura and Vibhisana only when they sought
His refuge. Sita's forgiveness was spontaneous. Thus She
excelled even Her Lord in this particular quality.64 Making
a special reference to Srirangam where the Goddess has
manifested Herself as the consort of Lord Ranganatha,
our author notes that all the qualities like audarya, karuna
and vatsalya (motherly affection) have been at their highest
point of culmination. Her other incarnations like Sita are
all thrown into oblivion in comparison to Her present
form as the area image at Srirangam. The previous
incarnations were only the training ground as it were
for this avatara. The quality of audarya (magnanimity)
can be illustrated by a solitary example. She showers
wealth, kaivalya (exclusive enjoyment of the soul) and
even the highest salvation (paramapada} on any one who
simply folds his hand in salutation. Even after granting
all this She feels ashamed that She could not grant him
more.65 The affection She has for devotees is manifest
in Her very act of coming down to this world of mortals.
In contrast She does not even care for the milky ocean,
though it be Her own father's place; she does not even